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Mosques and synagogues reach across divide

UCI students learn nuances on interreligious Mideast trip

By Tom Tugend

American Jews and Muslims, reaching beyond the Middle East conflict, are joining hands to battle
prejudices within and against their communities.

Consider some of the signs:

o Starting next week, 50 synagogues and 50 mosques throughout the United States and Canada
will get together for three days of "twinning" and intensive discussions.

o USC, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion (HUC-JIR) and an Islamic foundation
have jointly established a Center for Muslim-Jewish Engagement.

o At UC Irvine, usually pictured as a hotbed of Muslim-Jewish antagonism, student leaders of both
faiths recently returned from a two-week trip to Israel and the Palestinian territories, with many
preconceptions transformed into more complex and realistic views.

The transcontinental "Weekend of Twinning," under the theme, "Confronting Islamophobia and Anti-
Semitism Together," will be held nationally Nov. 21-23, but Los Angeles will get a jump on the rest of
the country. Next Monday evening, Nov. 17, Temple Emanuel of Beverly Hills will host the King Fahd
Mosque in Culver City, with Rabbi Laura Geller welcoming mosque director Usman Madha.

Guest speakers will be two national leaders of the twinning project, Rabbi Marc Schneier, president of
the Foundation for Ethnic Understanding, and Dr. Muzammil H. Siddigi, chairman of the Figh Council of
North America, a body of Islamic legal scholars.
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"We are getting so many calls from other campuses that we are putting together a manual on our
project for others to follow," Wehrenfennig said.

For more information and a link to a video clip of the trip, visit http://www.uci.edu/uci/video/olivetree/
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