
The 2011 Milken Jewish Educator
Awards were presented to four outstand-
ing educators at Jewish day schools in
recognition of their significant contribu-
tions to education.

Reacting in stunned surprise when
they were presented with the $15,000
awards were Marnie Greenwald from
Temple Emanuel Academy Day School,
Beverly Hills; Hava Mirovski from Sinai
Akiba Academy, Los Angeles; Lisa Feld-
man from Weizmann Day School,
Pasadena; and Juli Shanblatt, Bais Yaakov
School for Girls, Los Angeles. 

The Jewish Educator Awards are pre-
sented annually to give public recogni-
tion and a $15,000  financial award to
four teachers, administrators and other
education professionals who have made
significant contributions to excellence in
education in day schools.

Recipients, together with their fami-
lies and community leaders, will be hon-
ored during an awards luncheon in Los
Angeles on Dec.15. 

For more information about the
Milken Jewish Educator Awards, visit
http://mff.org/jea/jea.taf. 
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“I keep seeing it, so in the morning I
get up, go out into the backyard studio
and try to paint it.  It never comes out the
way I saw it in the dream.” 

Aaron’s dream-inspired paintings
will be featured at this month’s Beverly
Hills Affaire In The Gardens Art Show on
October 15 and 16.  His abstract satire
paintings are not actually intended to im-
mediately reveal their true form.  For
many buyers it’s the specific blend of col-
ors, unique titles that captivate their at-
tention.  In fact, the former pulp fiction
writer attributes his famously misspelled
titles as being one of the big draws for
collectors of his works.

“Some people buy it by the name---
they simply like the name,” he said while
pointing to his latest work entitled “Thee
Muscaters”, his rendition of The Muske-
teers. 

Painting is a passion that grew out of
his previous business.  Aaron is co-
founder and former chief executive offi-

cer of Aaron Brothers Art Marts, an art
framing retailer with over 160 stores na-
tionwide. 

He and brother Almore started the
business with $50 each, earned from sell-
ing picture frames out the back of a Ford
Model A truck.  Nearly 60 years later, not
much has changed.

“I sold four paintings out of the back
of my car last night,” he cheerfully re-
marked.  “So I’m doing it the same way I
started---out of the back of my car!”

Aaron explained how his life’s jour-
ney encompassed many unexpected, en-
riching experiences from hitchhiking
around the country riding boxcars during
the Great Depression, to serving a tour in
the U.S. Army during WWII.   However,
the one thing that brings him a great deal
of serenity and pleasure is for certain.

“I’d like to have people want them
(the paintings),” he admits.  “It’s what
gives me enthusiasm.”

Len Aaron is a resident artist of Arty
Gallery located at 634 S. Main St, Down-
town Los Angeles 90013.
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